
 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL WRITING PROGRAM, UNIVERSITY OF 
IOWA WRITERS’ RESIDENCY 2009 

 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

 
Creative New Zealand is calling for applications for the International Writing Program, 
University of Iowa Writers’ Residency 2009. The result of a partnership between Creative 
New Zealand and the University of Iowa, the Residency provides a unique opportunity for a 
New Zealand writer to live and work at the University of Iowa in the United States and 
participate in its International Writing Program.  
 
The Program brings established writers of the world to the University of Iowa, where they 
become part of the lively literary community on campus. Founded in 1967, the Program was 
the first international writers’ residency at a university, and it remains unique in world 
literature. Over the years, more than 1000 writers from more than 100 countries have 
completed residencies in the Program.  
 
Previous recipients of the Residency include: Gordon McLauchlan, Vivienne Plumb, James 
Norcliffe, Penelope Todd and Brian Falkner. The Arts Board has recently increased its 
investment in this residency which will provide a larger stipend in US$ for the recipient of an 
equivalent of NZ$2,000 per month. 
 
The primary aim of the Residency is for the recipient to work on an approved project while in 
Iowa. On returning, the recipient will be expected to have completed, or substantially 
completed, a body of writing, and should be able to demonstrate other tangible benefits to 
New Zealand literature. Participants in the Program are given periods of unstructured time to 
work on their own writing projects but some afternoons will feature literary activities 
(including the opportunity to participate in panel discussions and readings), excursions and 
field trips.  
 
The Residency runs from approximately August to November 2009 and provides return travel 
to Iowa, assistance with living expenses and accommodation in Iowa House, situated on the 
campus of the University of Iowa.   
 
Eligibility 
 
The Residency is suitable for nationally recognised writers of fiction, poetry, drama, 
children’s fiction, screenplays, biography or cultural commentary who have previously 
published at least one volume of work. Applicants should be interested in interaction with 
writers from diverse cultures.  
 
Application requirements 
 
Applicants should complete the special application form and include: 
 

• Details of the project underway or to be undertaken.  
• Details on how you will carry out the project and how this particular residency will 

fulfil the project.  
• A full literary CV. 



 

• Details on how your project will deliver to the following two results that Creative 
New Zealand is seeking: The development of new, high-quality, innovative and 
culturally diverse New Zealand work is supported AND New Zealand artists, 
practitioners and organisations acknowledged for innovation and quality are 
supported. 

• Up to 10 pages of the project for approval to support the application. It is understood 
this is work in progress. 

 
The recipient is encouraged to take their own word-processing equipment (laptop computer, 
software), although the Program administration can assist with sourcing this on-site. 
 
Information and queries 
 
For more information on the Program, please visit http://iwp.uiowa.edu/index.html  
 
The application form will be available to download from the Special Opportunities page at 
www.creativenz.govt.nz by the end of January 2009.  For further information or for a hard 
copy of the form, please contact: 
 
Felicity Birch, Programme Adviser 
Creative New Zealand 
PO Box 3806 
Wellington 
Phone (04) 498 0735 
felicityb@creativenz.govt.nz 
 
 

 
Applications close at 5pm on Friday 6 March, 2009. 

 
Applications must be received in Creative New Zealand’s Wellington office in hard copy 
by 5pm on the closing date, clearly labeled: 
 
International Writing Program, University of Iowa 2009 
Creative New Zealand 
PO Box 3806 
Wellington  

 


